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with State love and State pride. He was constantly sug- 
gesting the erection of monuments or the celebration of con- 
spicuous anniversaries. Of especial moment in this respect 
were his suggestions for celebrating in 1891 the centennial 
anniversary of the meeting of the General Assembly of South 
Carolina at Columbia, and the one hundredth anniversary of 
the birth of Bancroft. Mr. Furman always showed a kindly 
spirit of aid and encouragement toward the negroes. When- 
ever a negro accomplished something of note and it came 
to Mr. Furman's attention he was certain to report it in the 
newspapers with a friendly comment. He took an active 
part in the politics of his county, and was a candidate for the 
House of Representatives in 1900. He was also a member 
of the Southern History Association, and made several con- 
tributions to its quarterly magazine. 



Captain Joseph Blyth Allston, a member of the South 
Carolina Historical Society, died suddenly in Anderson, 
South Carolina, while on a visit to his daughter, the wife of 
Rev. Wm. N. Meade, of that city, January 29, 1904. He 
was the son of Gen. Joseph Allston, at whose plantation, 
"Waverly", he was born, February 8, 1833. His parents 
died when he was very young and he was brought up by his 
uncle. Governor R. F. W. Allston. He was graduated from 
the South Carolina College in the class of 185 1, and gave 
the general public, in his student days, indications of his 
aptitude for letters by publishing an admirable sketch of the 
Hon. George McDuffie. He studied law in Charleston in 
the office of the Hon. James L. Petigru, and, after admission 
to the Bar in 1854. resided abroad for several years, quick- 
ening his imagination and storing his mind with the art and 
literature of the Old World. 

In March, 1857, he married Miss Mary North, a niece of 
his friend and preceptor, Mr. Petigru, and thereafter, until 
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the outbreak of the State's Rights War, practiced law in 
Charleston. He volunteered at the beginning of the war, 
and served throughout the great struggle in the 27th. Regi- 
ment, South Carolina Volunteers, attaining the rank of cap- 
tain. In February, 1865, shortly before he was captured, and 
during Col. Gaillard's absence, because of his wounds, Capt. 
Allston commanded what was left of the 27th. Regiment, 
Hagood's brigade. He was captured by the Federal forces 
the last month of the war, and imprisonment in Fort Dela- 
ware, and while languishing in prison wrote that most beau- 
tiful poem, "Stack Arms !" 

After the close of the war, Capt. Allston removed to 
Georgetown, and thence to Baltimore to practice his pro- 
fession. Some years ago he retired to his farm, historic 
"Badwell", the former home of Mr. Petigru, in Abbevill 
County. 

Capt. Allston was one of the truest of South Carolina's 
poets. His poems have been published in various newspapers 
and magazines during the past forty or fifty years and have 
received many favorable criticisms from scholarly men. Be- 
sides his poems, Capt. Allston has made many other valua- 
ble contributions to our literature. His most elaborate work 
was the Life of James L. Petigru, published in The Sunday 
Nezvs in 1899. It had been his earnest desire to amplify 
that work and publish it in book form. Of his war poems, 
"Stack Arms" will certainly live. It appears, with another 
of his poems, "Charge of Hagood's Brigade, Weldon Rail- 
road, August 21, 1864", in several collections of Southern 
verse, and no American anthology can be complete without 
it. "Sumter", a beautiful poem, in the difficult Spencerian 
stanza, which appeared after the war, has many exquisite 
lines. 

Two days after the death of Capt. Allston he was followed 
by the daughter whom he had gone to visit, Mrs. Meade. 
Two children survive — Mr. Joseph Blyth Allston, a civil 
engineer in Alabama, and a daughter. 



